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Mr. John T. Conway
Executive Director
Joint Conunittee on Atomic Energy

} Congress of the United States.

Dear Mr. Conway:
~
i The following summarizes the current status on the incidence

of, thyroid disorders among the people of Rongelap Island who
wei-e exposed to fallout on March 1, 1954. Dr. Canard, -Medical

Department, Brookhaven National Laboratory, conducted the
mosr recent survey in Karch 1968.

The results of the 1967 survey were reported to you by letter
dzted May 12, 1967. At that time we indicated that 17 people
had developed thyroid nodules, 11 of which had been treated
surgiczllye

1.
; In the most recent surv2y, 2 Gore csses of thyzoid no~cles
* in children who were ex?osed to fallout on i20n~elap wkm they

were less than ten years of age were found. Tnis brin~s the
total number of c2ses of thyroid abnoznalities in the 67
living Rongelapese tO 21; of ~~e 19 c~ildren in the more

heavily exposed group who were less than 10 years of age at
time of exposure, 17, or 90% k=ve dex’eloped thyroid
abnormalities.
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llr. John T. Conway

:

The incidence of thyroid problems in this population

is tabulated

on the enclosed sheet.

We will keep you informed of the progress
of these studies.

.
Sincerely yours,

.:
:
. .

Se G. English .

Assistan~ General Manager for
Research and Development

Enclosure:

Thyroid Xodules Including Hypothyroidism

in the Marshallese Populations as of
March 1968
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Estimated Added Thyroid
Dose from I*, (rads)

700 - 1400
160

275 - 550
55

55 - 110
15

0
0

No. in

19
36

6
8

40
59

0
0

No. and Percent
with Nodules

17 (90%)
2 (5.5%)

o
1 (12.5%)

o
2 (3.4%)

o
3 (2.3%)

nnd J. Gofman,
to tllc.thyroids of tl~cIlonUclapcsc were recomputed by R.

James
* ~!+ti.nl;lt(?sof Lllccl~)~~~

l.jCi{L#12273. Dcccmbcr, 196~1. Estimntcs of the thyroid closes of the Ailingnae and Utirik people

were by proportionality to the :espective whole body gamma doses.
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